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Piet Stockmans is an internationally renowned artist and designer who has exhibited worldwide. Born in Belgium, (1940, Leopoldsburg), Piet Stockmans describes himself as both an artist and designer and his functional, domestic ceramic pieces are as much sought after as his more limited-edition sculptures. He usually works in series and for this current show, this will also be the case. Stockmans will exhibit what appear to be porcelain 'books', some of which have been dipped in cobalt blue ‘ink’. However, despite having shown mainly cylindrical and tube-like forms in the gallery, for this exhibition Stockmans doesn't employ a totally new approach. Over the years he has often made sheets of porcelain which have the appearance of a sheaf of letters. In 1991 the Amsterdam Stedelijk Museum, for example, bought one of his sculptures which consists of boxes of sheets of porcelain covered in what appears to be writing in blue pencil. The script was deliberately unreadable, however. Stockmans describes himself making books full of 'worldly wisdom' but they can’t be opened, so the thoughts are forever inaccessible, enclosed. For Stockmans, the process of making and writing is more important than legibility, and he sees writing a book as a kind of closure. "The moment things are written it is over. Something has been uttered and has then been let go." The reason Stockmans wanted to return to this strategy; (what he describes as a "basic material",) was to follow the urge to depict the essence of his experiences and emotions. For him, this is currently best expressed in wafer thin sheets of rectangular porcelain dipped in a layer of cobalt blue glaze. As in a intimate diary, there is a strong sense of concentrated attention in this work, which he succinctly describes: "In our lives we often circle around what is essential, so instead of circling around something, this work is an attempt to tell about its very essence". Although text is visible in these delicate, intriguing piles of thin porcelain, Stockmans is very clear that he has chosen the visual arts as his medium rather than the word. But, he insists; ‘You can read my work without opening the book’. It is very clear that this gentle and undemanding work invites a curiosity for not only the delicate objects themselves but also for the act of reading and discovering ideas as an abstract, almost Platonic ideal.
Stockmans will continue to exhibit worldwide in the next few months. He has been invited to show at the“Cheongju International Craft Biennale 2009, Korea and in mid December at the Musée Royal de Mariemont - Arts Décoratifs et Industriels.Belgium. In addition, a large retrospective at the Ghent Design Museum, Belgium in 2010 has been planned to coincide with his 70th birthday.
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